
September 18 & 19, 2025
Jefferson County Fire Marshall INC.

High Ridge Fire Protection District

2842 High Ridge Blvd, High Ridge, MO 63049

Thursday

September 18
8:00AM-12:00PM 

NFPA 921/1033 Systematic Method:

What, How, & Why? by Jesse

Sproat, Fire Investigator MSFM,

IAAI-CFI, NAFI-CFEI

12:00PM 
Lunch Provided

1:00 PM-5:00PM
 From Scene to Stand: Expert

Witness Standards, Daubert, &

Legal Strategy by Alexa Lester,

Attorney at Watters, Wolf, Bub,

&  Hansmann

Friday

September 19
8:00AM- 12:00PM
Electrical & Mechanical

Causations by Tim Dugan EE, and

Dan Sovar ME, Semke Forensics

12:00PM
Lunch Provided

1:00PM-5:00PM
Electrical & Mechanical

Practical Causation

Demonstrations by Tim Dugan EE,

& Dan Sovar ME, Semke Forensics

5:00PM
Certification Test Option

Post certification hours provided

Testing option for IAAI-CFI & IAAI-FIT

Flashdrive of seminar material provided

Fire Investigation Training



Alexa is a Principal trial attorney at Watters Wolf Bub &amp; Hansmann, LLC. She
represents her clients in both pre-suit claim investigations and throughout all stages
of litigation. Alexa’s practice has an emphasis on litigating first-party property claims
involving arson, fraud, and SIU. She has extensive experience representing,
investigating, and assisting clients in pre-suit claim investigations, including
conducting Examinations under Oath, engaging with experts, and participating in site
inspections. She has successfully litigated cases to verdict, successfully defended
appeals, and has argued and obtained summary judgment on behalf of her clients
involving a myriad of first party issues including bad-faith, arson, fraud, and void ab
initio denials. Alexa has received several recognitions for her work in insurance law
and insurance coverage.

Dan received a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from
Washington University in St. Louis in 1992. Thereafter, he started his career as a design
engineer in the air conditioning and refrigeration field where he designed air
conditioning and refrigeration components and remote refrigerated display cases.
Dan subsequently worked for two major fuel-fired appliance manufacturers during
the next 13 years, gaining experience designing fireplaces, gas barbeque grills,
commercial cooking equipment, and other mechanical devices. Dan’s work in the
fuel-fired industry led to the issuing of one patent and another patent is pending.
Dan’s areas of expertise include fuel-fired appliances, gas supply systems, HVAC
equipment, residential/commercial building code compliance, and fire suppression
systems. At Semke Forensic, he provides mechanical engineering services in fire
causation and explosion investigations, manufacturing equipment evaluations, failure
analysis of components, and product liability evaluations.

Tim received a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from the
University of Missouri-Columbia in 1999, and is a Registered Professional Engineer in
multiple states, including Missouri and Illinois. During his consulting engineering
career, Tim has acquired over 19 years of experience as an Electrical, Instrumentation
and Controls engineer, working on heavy industrial projects in the mining and
minerals sector, and automotive manufacturing. In the role of Chief Electrical
Engineer and Electrical Department Manager, Tim was responsible for industrial
facility design and power system analysis, instrumentation integration and control
systems development, electrical contract installation, and system startup and
commissioning. At Semke Forensic, Tim specializes in failure analysis of components
and equipment, evaluation of electrical shock and electrocution incidents,
assessment of electrical equipment damage, and review of electrical designs and
installations for construction defects.

Investigator Jesse Sproat is with the Missouri State Fire Marshal’s Office as a
Senior Commissioned Investigator. Jesse got his start in law enforcement in
1992 and in fire investigation in 1996. He spent 20 years working as a private
fire investigator. He returned to law enforcement in 2019 and joined the
Missouri State Fire Marshal’s Office in 2022. Jesse has been recognized as a
subject matter expert and expert witness in origin and cause investigation. He
has testified in Circuit Courts in Missouri and Illinois and in Federal District
Court. He holds IAAI-CFI and NAFI-CFEI certifications. He is a graduate of
Oklahoma State University with a Master of Science in Forensic Science.




